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1. REPORT SUMMARY 
A report to Councillors regarding grant applications received in May 2026. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 

The Parish Councils grant policy invites applications from charities, clubs and community 
groups to benefit the residents of the parish. 

 
3. SUMMARY 

One application received, attached Annex One Laverstock Village Hall Baby & Toddler Group, 
were circulated to Councillors at the start of June to consider if further information was 
required. 
 
The following questions were posed by Councillors and the applicant responded: 
 
(a) At what rate do you pay your volunteers’ expenses?  
We have had trouble recruiting volunteers and hoped covering travel expenses would help 
to incentivise people to support are group (we don't currently provide expenses). We would 
aim to cover bus fare or the going rate for petrol which HMRC state should be £0.55p a mile 
for the first 10,000 miles. Most volunteers are local and therefore it is hoped that these 
expenses shouldn't be too high each week.  
 
We would equally be open to suggestions and could alternatively offer a nominal fee to 
cover travel expenses if it is felt this would be better.  
 
(b) Please can you provide a more detailed breakdown of how the money will be spent? 

Itemising things such as ‘volunteers' expenses' 
The grant would be used to support the running of our community baby/toddler group and 
ensure sessions remain affordable and accessible to local families. Some of the items we 
would purchase would include: 
Children’s craft materials and tuff tray supplies each week 
Snacks and refreshments for attending children and coffee/tea, biscuits for parents. 
Potential soft play equipment (as we have a lot more babies attending these days) 
Toys, and replacement toys as some have become fairly used and tatty through the years. 
 
Currently we need a minimum of 7 attending families per session to break even (to cover 
hall hire and snack). Some weeks we don't achieve this, as attendance can vary. 
 
(c) Please can you provide copies of your safeguarding and volunteers policies. 
We don't currently have a safeguarding or volunteer policy in place, being a small 
community group. Volunteers are parents of the young people attending and therefore no 
volunteer is ever left alone with children without a supervising parent present. The 
volunteers from the local church help with teas and coffees and again are not left alone with 
children. One of the volunteers did check to see if DBS checks were needed and were 
informed, they were not as parents and guardians are in attendance. We do have risk 
assessments in place for hot drinks etc and have insurance for the group. 

 
4. RECOMMENDATION  

That the Council considers a grant of £950 to Laverstock Village Hall Baby & Toddler Group 
towards replenishing toys and equipment; funds to buy craft, and messy play materials and 
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to provide travel expenses to volunteers each week under the powers granted by Section 
137 of the Local Government Act 1972. 
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Annex One 
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