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1. REPORT SUMMARY 
A report to Councillors regarding grant applications received in June 2026. 

 
2. BACKGROUND 

The Parish Councils grant policy invites applications from charities, clubs and community 
groups to benefit the residents of the parish. 

 
3. SUMMARY 

One application received, attached Annex One Devenish Bradshaw Charitable Trust, and was 
circulated to Councillors at the start of July to consider if further information was required. 
 
The following questions were posed by Councillors and the applicant responded: 
 
(a) I would like to know why they are not applying to Area Board for a grant for this as well. 

Response: The idea for this path came about through the vision of local residents. The 
plan is that the shared use traffic free path will be constructed by local residents and 
groups. The construction of this shared use aggregate path will predominantly benefit 
the residents of Laverstock and Ford.  Therefore, in the first instance it was logical to 
apply to Laverstock and Ford Parish council for grant aid funding for the benefit of the 
local community. 
DBCT also plan to put together a major grant to restore our barn this FY. We will seek 
match funds for this from the Area Board but not LFPC. 
 

(b) It would be good to know whether they have taken the issue of inappropriate use of e-
bikes and motorbikes into account in their design process in any way. 
Response:  This is primarily a police matter and any inappropriate use of the new shared 
use path will be reported to the police.  However, whilst inappropriate e-bikes and illegal 
use of motorbikes on such route is problematic, it is in the main a minor issue in this 
location. The flat marshy ground of the water meadows is a deterrent through most of 
the year. 
 

(c) Can you confirm the project cannot begin until all funding, including the £2,101 
requested, is secured? 
Response: DBCT require a commitment that all the funds will be secured prior to starting 
the project.  The advantage of this is that all the funds will be secured and committed to 
the shared use traffic free path and that there will be no outstanding monies to be 
raised. 
 

(d) What is the impact of the delayed £5,000 transfer from WWCE, and how will you 
manage further delays? 
Response: DBCT are in regular contact and discussion with WWCE. Whilst we are aware 
that there will be a delay in the transfer of the funds, the important point is that WWCE 
have committed this money to the DBCT shared-use traffic free path. This will enable 
DBCT to proceed with purchasing materials and proceeding with the project over the late 
summer / autumn period. 
 

(e) Who will maintain the path, gates, and fencing over the 10-15 year lifespan? 
Response: DBCT will be responsible for maintaining the path, gates, and fencing over the 
10–15 year lifespan 
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(f) What insurance covers volunteers during construction, and who is liable for accidents? 

Response: DBCT has the necessary insurance in place to cover our volunteers undertaking 
construction. The Trust insurance covers any accidents that may occur. We have very 
high standards of health and safety for volunteers in place with all activities being risk 
assessed.  
 

(g) What happens if costs increase or unexpected works are required. 
Response: if costs increase or unexpected  works are required that are not within the 
current costings then DBCT will: 

(i)  write new grant applications to cover any outstanding costs. 
(ii) DBCT members and others will be asked whether they wish to contribute 

personally, or run cake and bake stalls to raise additional funds 
(iii) Local businesses will be approached to determine if they would like to 

contribute materials in kind in return for marketing and social media 
exposure. 

 
4. RECOMMENDATION  

That the Council considers a grant of £2,101 to Devenish Bradshaw Charitable Trust towards 
the building of a shared path by local volunteers across the water meadows towards the end 
of Cow Lane to enhance safer, traffic free, public access across and through the Laverstock 
water meadows by providing improved routes for families and for those walking, wheeling 
(mobility scooters, scooters) and cycling under the powers granted by Section 50 of the 
Highways Act 1980. 
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